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PHD STUDENTS WITHIN THE HELMHOLTZ ASSOCIATION

- 18 centers
- > 6200 Graduate Students

- Helmholtz Juniors founded in 
2005.

- Currently 2 representatives
from each center.
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ORGANIZATION
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GOALS

• Represent the interests of PhD Students within Helmholtz.

• Help establish representative bodies in each center.

• Improve working conditions of PhD students.

• Make contact with other PhD representation systems (Max Planck, Leibnitz).

• Perform biannually a survey on status of PhDs.
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HELMHOLTZ JUNIORS‘ SURVEY

• Done every two years: 2008, 2010, 2012, 2014.

• Reports of 2008, 2010 and 2012 available online.

• Goal: obtain a coherent picture of the status of PhDs.

• Focus on: working conditions, quality of supervision, career opportunities and
family-friendliness among others.
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HELMHOLTZ JUNIORS‘ SURVEY: 2012

Total number: 1636
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HELMHOLTZ JUNIORS‘ SURVEY: 2012
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HELMHOLTZ JUNIORS‘ SURVEY: 2012
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HELMHOLTZ JUNIORS‘ SURVEY: 2012

• „Only“ 1636 participants from 6200+ PhD students.

• Large spread on male/female ratio (center topic dependant?).

• About 27% are foreign students.

• Age of students at their first year 25-28.

• Age of students at fourth year 29-32.
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INCOME SITUATION



Member of the Helmholtz AssociationPage 11
Alejandro Laso Garcia | a.garcla@hzdr.de | Institute of Radiation Physics | www.hzdr.de

INCOME SITUATION
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INCOME SITUATION



Member of the Helmholtz AssociationPage 13
Alejandro Laso Garcia | a.garcla@hzdr.de | Institute of Radiation Physics | www.hzdr.de

INCOME SITUATION
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INCOME SITUATION: SUMMARY

• Income peaks at 1100-1300 € corresponding to a 50% time contract.

• Consistent across different fields although situation changes for engineering. 
Why?

„Übersicht über die Leitlinien zur Umsetzung in den Fachkollegien“

Recommendation from the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft.

• Scholarship still used in 9 centers (and many universities). Student must pay
insurance by himself.
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FAMILY-FRIENDLINESS
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FAMILY-FRIENDLINESS
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FAMILY-FRIENDLINESS: SUMMARY

• Large amount of unknow measures. (People don‘t know or don‘t care?)

• Situation dependent on the center.

• How accessible is the information?

• One number: 11% of male students have kids, but only 7.5% of female.

• Probably still easier for men to combine family planning and career.
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GRADUATE SCHOOLS
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GRADUATE SCHOOLS

• Large fraction of people don‘t know.

Well, here is the list for you ;)

http://www.helmholtz.de/en/working_at_helmholtz/doktoranden/helmholtz_graduate_schools/

• However, there is also the possibility to attend Graduate Schools at Universities!

• Centers usually give the possibility of students to attend those. Information should be
asked at your center and/or university.

http://www.helmholtz.de/en/working_at_helmholtz/doktoranden/helmholtz_graduate_schools/
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WHERE TO CONTACT THE HELMHOLTZ JUNIORS‘?

• Webpage with all the contact information:

http://www.helmholtz.de/en/working_at_helmholtz/doctoral_students/helmholtz_juniors/

Or at helmholtz.de -> Job & talents -> Funding Programs -> Doctoral Students

http://www.helmholtz.de/en/working_at_helmholtz/doctoral_students/helmholtz_juniors/
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WHERE TO CONTACT THE HELMHOLTZ JUNIORS‘?

• On facebook under „Helmholtz Juniors“
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WHERE TO CONTACT THE HELMHOLTZ JUNIORS‘?

• They even have a blog!     http://blogs.helmholtz.de/hejus/

http://blogs.helmholtz.de/hejus/


Member of the Helmholtz AssociationPage 24
Alejandro Laso Garcia | a.garcla@hzdr.de | Institute of Radiation Physics | www.hzdr.de

THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

LET THE DISCUSSION BEGIN!


