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Röntgen’s  great  discover y  of  the ”new k ind of  rays”  that  could 

reveal  the s truc ture  of  opaque obje c t s  s wept  the wor ld  in 

189 6.  B y  19 49 i t  was  widely  re co gnize d that  the shor t  wave -

length should op en microscopy f ar  b eyond that  achieve d 

with v is ib le  l ight .  For  cr ys t als ,  imaging mole cular  s truc ture 

at  atomic  resolut ion was  develop e d quite  rapidly.   Beyond 

cr ys t als  i t  to ok over  10 0 year s  for  X- ray  microscopy to  matu -

re.   We shal l  t race this  long road,  and the rapidly  accelerat ing 

pro gress  in  the f ie ld .
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