
The Swedish Innovation System and ESS
Peter Eriksson, Vinnova



About VINNOVA
• 200 employees
• Stockholm, Brussels and Silicon Valley
• Government agency under the Ministry of 

Enterprise and Innovation



Three roles

Investment in 
research and 

innovation
National EU node Expert agency



We ensure research is utilized and relevant 
to society



Innovations often arise in collaboration 
— we make this possible 



We provide opportunities for 
daring to test new ideas before 
they are profitable



Source: Annual Financial Report 2016 

2.9 billion SEK   
invested by Vinnova in research 

and innovation in 2016
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2984
funded projects

Source: Annual Financial Report 2016



3,3%
of GDP equivalent to annual 
R&D investment in Sweden 

Source: SCB, Statistics Sweden 



A top nation for innovation

Image: Sofia Sabel/imagebank.sweden.se



Some areas of focus...



Strategic 
Innovation 

Programmes

SWElife Medtech4Health Innovair 
Smarter 

Electronic 
Systems

Swedish Mining and Metal 
Producing Industry (STRIM)

Lighter InfraSweden2030 Process Industrial IT and 
Automation (PiiA) Production2030 Metallic Materials

IoT Sweden SIO Grafen Smart Built 
Environment RE:Source Drive Sweden

BioInnovation Smart and 
sustainable cities



Challenge-Driven Innovation
Global societal challenges threaten our future, 
while creating demand for innovative solutions.
Projects in the programme Challenge-Driven 
Innovation find solutions to problems and create 
sustainable growth.



The public sector 
– a driver for innovation
We are working to stimulate and enable 
investments in research and innovation 
activities in the public sector.



Innovative small and medium-sized enterprises
We are strengthening research and development by funding innovation 
in early stages and promoting new cooperations. 



EU and international cooperation
We strengthen international collaboration by Swedish 
innovation actors to enhance their competitiveness and 
Sweden's attractiveness for investments. 



What about Vinnova and 
ESS?



Assignment to increase cooperation between 
industry and research actors with the aim of 
increasing Swedish business involvement in the 
construction and use of research infrastructures.
…



Host

Big science - Innovation enabler

Use Supply



Supply

Vinnova assignment - Swedish Industrial Liaison Office. 
Creating Big Science Sweden with a network of partners 
Vinnova.se/ilo

Host

Use Supply



Use
Host

Use Supply

Science

IndustryFacility

Translate Industry and public needs to scientific questions.
Creating networks of partners and connection existing relevant networks
Projects, Intermediators, Industrial PhD, …



Host
• Attractiveness and 

opportunities

• Many ongoing initiatives and 
future plans

Host

Use Supply

Bild: COBE

Connect and catalyze to find new forms of 
collaboration to increase the ability to 
explore the full potential of research 
facilities and support through our existing 
initiatives



Vinnova tactics

Dare to experiment Trust the actors
Stimulate 

international 
connectivity

Encourage 
collaboration

Addressing societal 
challenges



www.vinnova.se

Think differently
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