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S B S/B S/
√

B
mH = 115 GeV 120 380 1/3.2 6.2

120 GeV 100 380 1/3.8 5.1
130 GeV 51 330 1/6.5 2.8

This result shows that we can extract the tt̄H signal
with high significance. On the other hand, similar to the
original Atlas and CMS analyses it suffers from low S/B,
the impact of the poorly understood tt̄+jets background
with its different kinematic topologies, its large theory
uncertainty and potentially large next-to-leading order
corrections, and the missing underlying event.

To improve the signal-to-background ratio S/B and
remove the impact of the tt̄+jets background (at the ex-
pense of the final significance) we can apply a third b
tag. Targeting the second tt̄+jets topology we remove
the Higgs and top constituents from the event and cluster
the remaining particles into jets using the C/A algorithm
with R = 0.6, considering all jets with pT > 30 GeV.
Amongst these jets we require one b tag with η < 2.5
and a distance ∆Rb,j > 0.4 to the Higgs and top sub-
jets, assuming 60% efficiency and 2% purity. The last
row of Table I confirms that requiring three bottom tags
leaves the continuum tt̄bb̄ production as the only relevant
background.

In Fig. 3 we show the signal from the three leading (by
modified Jade distance) mrec

bb entries of double-b-tagged
combinations; our Higgs tagger returns a sharp mass
peak. The bigger tail towards small mrec

bb we can reduce
by only including the two leading jet combinations.
This does not change the significance but sculpts the
background more. Assuming that at this stage we
will know the Higgs mass, we estimate the background
from a clean right and a reasonably clean left side bin
combined with a next-to-leading order prediction. The
result of the triple b-tag analysis is then (again assuming
100 fb−1):

S B S/B S/
√

B
mH = 115 GeV 57 118 1/2.1 5.2 (5.7)

120 GeV 48 115 1/2.4 4.5 (5.1)
130 GeV 29 103 1/3.6 2.9 (3.0)

The numbers in parentheses are without underlying
event. While removing the highly uncertain tt̄+jets back-
ground has indeed lowered the final significance, the
background of the three b-tag analysis is completely dom-
inated by the well-behaved tt̄bb̄ continuum production.

Further improvements — One of the problems in this
analysis is that higher-order QCD effects harm its reach.
Turning this argument around, we can use the additional
QCD activity in the signal and continuum tt̄bb̄ back-
ground to improve our search. Before starting with the
fat-jet analysis we can for example analyze the four lead-
ing jets with a radius R = 0.6 and pT < 40 GeV and
require a set of jet-jet and jet-lepton separation crite-
ria [32]: we reject any event for which one of the three
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FIG. 3: Reconstructed bottom-pair mass mrec

bb for signal
(mH = 120 GeV) and backgrounds without (upper) and in-
cluding (lower) underlying event. The distributions shown
include three b tags.

conditions holds

cos θ∗j2j1
< −0.4 and ∆kT j3! ε [70, 160] GeV

cos θ∗j3! > 0.4 and ∆Rj2j3 > 2.5

∆Rj! > 3.5 for any of the four leading jets. (5)

θ∗P1P2
is the angle between %p1 in the center-of-mass frame

of P1+P2 and the center of mass direction (%p1+%p2) in the
lab frame. It is not symmetric in its arguments; if the two
particles are back to back and |%p1| > |%p2| it approaches
cos θ∗ = 1, whereas for |%p1| < |%p2| it becomes −1 [32].
The kT distance between two particles is (∆kT j!)

2 =
min(p2

T,j , p
2
T,!)∆R2

j!. At this stage and with our limited
means of detector simulation this QCD pre-selection at
least shows that there are handles to further improve
S/B from 1/2.4 to roughly 1/2 (for mH = 120 GeV)
with hardly any change to the final significance.

In addition, we can envisage improving the analysis in
several ways in the context of a full experimental study,
including data to help constrain the simulations:
(1) Replace the mrec

bb side bins by a likelihood analysis of
the well-defined alternative of either tt̄H signal or tt̄bb̄
continuum background after three b tags. This increases
the final number of events, our most severe limitation.
(2) Provided the events can be triggered/tagged, include
two hadronic or two leptonic top decays. This more than
triples the available rate and includes a combinatorical
advantage of requiring one of two tops to be boosted.
(3) Without cutting on missing energy as part of the
acceptance cuts use its measurement within errors to as-
sign the correct jet to the leptonic top and become less
dependent on the third b tag.

Outlook — In this paper we have presented a new
strategy to extract the Higgs production process tt̄H with
the decay H → bb̄ at the LHC. After long debates this


