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„DFG – a short overview“

German Research Foundation /

Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft
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The German Research Foundation (DFG)

– A short overview

► Central public funding organization for basic 

research in Germany

► A self-governing body of science and research 

► Member organization (universities, academies, research 

organizations)

► The budget in 2020: approx. € 3.3 billion in direct 

research funding, provided primarily by the federal 

government and the 16 German Länder

► serves all branches of science and the humanities, 

mostly by funding research projects
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Overwiew of DFG-Funding
awarded funding awarded per research area 2020 (in M€)

11 Geisteswissenschaften

12 Sozial- und Verhaltenswissenschaften

21 Biologie

22 Medizin

23 Agrar-, Forstwissenschaften und Tiermedizin

31 Chemie

32 Physik

33 Mathematik

34 Geowissenschaften

41 Maschinenbau und Produktionstechnik

42 Wärmetechnik/ Verfahrenstechnik

43 Materialwissenschaft und Werkstofftechnik

44 Informatik, System- und Elektrotechnik

45 Bauwesen und Architektur

99 Ohne fachliche Zuordnung

Sum: 3.3 G€
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Funding Awarded in Board 309 (Particles, Nuclei and Fields)
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The German Research Foundation (DFG)

– A short overview

► Programmes for Research Funding 

● “Bottom-up” / “Response Mode” / “Any subject any time”, 

but....:

● Limited eligibility for scientists at non-university 

institutions 

● Some deadlines exist

● Funding only possible for projects that do not fall 

into the funding areas of other national agencies; in 

particular DLR, BMBF Verbundforschung, etc.

-> (e.g. LHC) no engagement in long-term infrastructure 

and exploitation thereof
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The German Research Foundation (DFG)

– A short overview

► Programmes for Research Project Funding 

● Cover a wide range (#PIs, €, T)

● Individual Research Grant / Sachbeihilfe

● Research Unit / Forschungsgruppe

● Priority Programme / Schwerpunktprogramm

● Collaborative Research Center / Sonderforschungsbereich

● Cluster of Excellence / Exzellenzcluster

► Programmes for Career Development

● Walter Benjamin Programme

● Emmy Noether Programme

● Heisenberg Programme

● Research Training Group / Graduiertenkolleg
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Emmy Noether Programme

► Path to early academic independence

► Eligibility for professorial appointment by 

leading one’s own independent junior 

research group

Requirements:

► For outstanding postdoctoral researchers with 2-4 

years of postdoctoral experience

► Substantial international research experience

► Excellent research project

3/29/2022

DFG Funding Opportunities for Early-Career Researchers
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Emmy Noether Programme

►Funding for six years

►Your host institution in Germany becomes your 

employer

►Funding includes

● PI position

● project funds (personnel, equipment,…)

● family allowance possible

3/29/2022

DFG Funding Opportunities for Early-Career Researchers
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Which coordinated programmes does the DFG offer?

Purpose

To facilitate structured doctoral training in a thematically 

defined environment under ideal conditions using well-

established mentoring and qualification strategies

5-10 PIs

Eligibility

Research universities, in conjunction with the federal state 

where they are located 

Duration

Up to 9 years, with each funding period lasting (5+4) years

Particular features

International Research Training Groups

Research Training Groups

www.dfg.de/gk  
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Contact (and identification of other contact points at DFG):

Dr. Christian Hahn

0228 – 885 – 2477

christian.hahn@dfg.de

Further information

► zur DFG: www.dfg.de

► zu allen geförderten Projekten: www.dfg.de/gepris/

► zu über 17.000 deutschen Forschungsinstitutionen: www.dfg.de/research_explorer/


