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Who owns your data? Who should benefit from it?
The effect of UN policy decisions on biological data

management
Wednesday 21 February 2024 11:00 (1h 15m)

TheUNConvention on Biological Diversity establishes sovereign rights of nations over the biological diversity
in their borders. From pathogens to palm trees, countries can regulate the terms of access and benefit-sharing
for their genetic resources under the Nagoya Protocol. But what happens when scientists share the data on
these same organisms in open access databases and infrastructures? Who should benefit from these data and
how can benefits flow back to the original country of origin? Recent international policy decisions under the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and on-going discussions under the Food and Agriculture
Organization, World Health Organization and UN Convention on the Law of the Seas will fundamentally
change how biological data ownership is handled. The decisions will likely impact biological database man-
agement principles, shift data stewardship practices, and revise the ethical standards of the bioinformatics
community into the next decade and beyond. Come learn more about policy decisions that will impact your
understanding of data ownership, ethics, and science policy.

Dr. Amber Hartman Scholz is a microbiologist and Head of the Science Policy & Internationalization Depart-
ment at the Leibniz Institute DSMZ in Braunschweig, Germany. She leads projects on access and benefit shar-
ing, digital sequence information, pioneered the DSMZ’s Registered Collection status under the EU Nagoya
Protocol Regulation 511/2014, and co-founded the DSI Scientific Network and German Nagoya Protocol Hub.
She held previous science policy posts in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP)
as Executive Director to the President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology, the National Can-
cer Institute as a Policy Advisor, and a Science Fellow to the California State Senate Environmental Quality
Committee. She received her PhD in Biology from the Johns Hopkins University in 2009.
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