


Foundation of Modern Physics in Karlsruhe

Three new Chairs filled in 1960:

Werner Buckel: Solid State Physics

Gerhard Höhler: Theoretical Nuclear and 

Particle Physics

Herwig Schopper:   Experimental Nuclear 
and Particle Physics;

Director of two Institutes for
Experimental Nuclear Physics (IEKP):

One at KFK, one at TH Karlsruhe

Condition by Herwig Schopper to accept position: 

„Formal Separation of both IEKP should be invisible 
in Scientific research“       – first idea of unification

Schopper





First tasks at Nuclear Research Center KFK



Seminal Research in the 60-s in Karlsruhe



and at Serpuchov, USSR



3.



Realisation of Schopper‘s Vision Today:

(HS)

IAP ETP

(HS)

Center for Elementary and Astro Particle Physics 
KCETA

„

„



Visit of Pope John Paul II at CERN 1982

Collision event observed by UA5

Schopper, Colliders and the Pope



1957 Physics Prize of the Academy of Science Göttingen
1958 Carus Medal of the German Academy Leopoldina
1967 Membership of the Academy of Science Leopoldina
1985 Gold Medal of the Weizman Institute, Israel
1985 Golden Plate Award der American Academy of Achievement, USA
1989 Großes Bundesverdienstkreuz
1991 Wilhelm Exner Medal, Austria
1994 Medal of Friendship, Russian Federation
2003 Tate Medal of the American Institute of Physics
2003 Grand Cordon of the Order of Independence, Jordan
2004 UNESCO Albert Einstein Medal
2024 Heisenberg Medal

Honory Memberships in the EPS, DPG, SPG

Honory Doctorates of the Universities of Erlangen, Moskow, Geneva,
London, JINR Dubna, IHEP Protvino, Cyprus Institute,.. 

Honors (selection)



Schopper‘s Doctors in Karlsruhe in the 60-s

60 years later:
now it is your turn, Herr Schopper !


