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A different perspective on the problem
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Who owns the atmosphere of the earth?

● Who owns the atmosphere of the earth?
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Who owns the atmosphere of the earth?

● Every human needs it to breath
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Who owns the atmosphere of the earth?

● Every human needs it to breath
➔ Every human owns an indefeasible and equal share 

of the atmosphere
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Who owns the atmosphere of the earth?

● Every human needs it to breath
➔ Every human owns an indefeasible and equal share 

of the atmosphere
➔ I own 1 / 8 billionth of the atmosphere
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My atmosphere ownership

● If somebody uses my property I can charge them for it
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My atmosphere ownership

● If somebody uses my property I can charge them for it
➔ I can ask for compensation for emission of CO2 in my part 

of the atmosphere
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My atmosphere ownership

● If somebody uses my property I can charge them for it
➔ I can ask for compensation for emission of CO2 in my part

of the atmosphere
➔ How much can I charge for this?
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Cost of CO2 in my atmosphere

● Worldwide annual CO2 emission of 38 billion tons
● I can ask for compensation of emission of 4.75 t CO2

● Cost of removal of 4.75 t CO2 from the atmosphere:
~4.5 k€

climeworks.com
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Alternative cost estimates

● 260 € for current CO2 price in Germany of 55 €/t 

Öko-Institut
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How to get the money?

● Property is protected by constitutional law
➔ As it is the duty of my government to protect my rights 

I ask the money from them

“Anspruch
auf
Klimageld”
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Some Further Thoughts

➢ It turns things around:
➔ instead of the government 

telling me what to do 
(or not do) to reduce 
my CO2 footprint

➔ I demand something 
from the government 
to protect 
my property
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Some Further Thoughts

➢ It turns things around:
➔ instead of the government telling me what to do 

(or not do) to reduce my CO2 footprint
➔ I demand something from the government to protect 

my property
● It’s a political argument,

I have not investigated this from a legal point of view
● Incentive for population growth?
● Difficult to monitor and charge for emissions,

but development is going in that direction
● Difficult to implement at international level
● Transfer of money from high to low emitters

Redrawn with permission for                                  from Schwartz, S.H. (2006).
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Some Further Thoughts

➢ It’s a political argument,
I have not investigated this from a legal point of view

● Incentive for population growth?

● Difficult to monitor and charge for emissions,
but development is going in that direction

● Difficult to implement at international level

● Transfer of money from high to low emitters
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