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The RDA Values 

Vision  
Researchers and innovators openly share 
and re-use data across technologies, 
disciplines, and countries to address the 
grand challenges of society.  

Mission 

RDA builds the social and technical bridges 
that enable open sharing and re-use of data. 

Guiding principles  

🗹Openness  
🗹 Consensus 

🗹 Inclusivity  
🗹 Harmonisation 

🗹 Community-driven  
🗹 Non-profit & technology neutral



Individuals 
(14,500+)

“a strategic think tank to 
enhance a constructive 
dialogue and collaboration 
on themes relevant to data 
science and to present the 
latest research results in 
many areas”

Organisations 
(100+)

“one of the few places where 
researchers and data 
managers / information 
professionals directly 
interact and collaborate to 
develop solutions and best 
practices”

Nations / Regions 
(35+)

“a global perspective to assist 
in sharing best practices, 
experiences and common 
needs to achieve efficiency 
and reduce duplication of 
efforts”

Create groups, 
collaborate & generate 

outputs 
Adopt, Implement, 

Customise
Localise (linguistically & 

culturally), network 

The RDA Family: Open to all



Who makes up the RDA Community?



Where are the RDA members based?



The Heart of the RDA: Community Groups
Grass-roots, bottom-up, organic creation to address global challenges

Working Groups 
(WG)

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Concrete deliverables - 
“Running code”, tools, 

standards, etc.

Interest Groups  
(IG)

OUTPUT:  
Best practices, guidelines, 
emergence of new working 

groups (WGs), etc.

• Domain/disciplinary 
focus, coordination and 
awareness raising role - 
‘umbrella group’ 

• Life span: as long as 
CoP is active (review 
every 18 months)

Communities of 
Practice (CoP)

OUTPUT:  
New WGs & IGs, bridge 
building across the RDA 

and externally.

•Develop & implement 
tools, policy, practices & 
products for data that are 
adopted & used by 
projects, organisations, & 
communities
•Life span: 12-18 months

•Focus on solving a specific 
data sharing problem and 
identifying what kind of 
infrastructure needs to be built
•Life span: As long as group is 
active



The RDA Community Outputs
A tiny sample



The RDA Outputs

The global RDA community has produced over 200 standards, 
guidelines, best practices for different domains, infrastructures, 
research data management challenges. These outputs are 
implemented across academic, research performing, industry, 
private sector, funding and policy organisations as well as digital 
research, data and research infrastructures across the globe.



Global | National | Thematic Open Research / 
Science Commons

Global Open Research Commons Working Group & Interest Group

https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/gorc-international-model-wg/activity/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/global-open-research-commons-ig/activity/


RDA in Practice: 
reducing the silos
Culmination of a cooperative effort 
between the Data Seal of Approval 
(DSA) and the World Data System 
of the International Science 
Council (WDS) under the umbrella 
of the Research Data Alliance 
(RDA) to harmonize their data 
repository certifications



SOURCE: SCIBITE

https://scibite.com/solutions/enterprise-fair-data-mdm/


RDA in Practice: CARE Principles

The CARE Principles 
Delivered by the RDA 
Indigenous Data 
Sovereignty Interest 
Group are recognised 
across the globe and 
included in the UNESCO 
Open Science 
Recommendations 



A fraction of RDA’s contribution



The RDA Community Meetings



The Research Data Alliance Community Meetings

❑ special working events to move the community forward 
in creating tangible deliverables that improve data 
sharing across disciplines, technologies, and countries. 

❑  bring together a unique community of stakeholders, 
including data scientists, librarians, computer scientists, 
and domain scientists. 

❑ take place twice per year, one hybrid event in a 
different place around the world and one completely 
virtual.

RDA Plenary Meetings - https://www.rd-alliance.org/plenaries/

23 PLENARIES: 
15 In-person 

4 Hybrid 
5 Virtual 

11 
Years 

17 
Countries

5 
Continents









The RDA and Artificial Intelligence







The State of AI: Opportunities and challenges for the global RDA 
community 

☑ September 2024 workshops: Contents based on inputs from RDA 
Organisational Assembly (OA) and RDA Funders Forum (FF) 
members on their perspective of the opportunities and challenges of 
AI: OUTPUT: OA & FF Extended report & Executive Summary for 
community 

☑ Feb 2025: AI in Action Workshops featuring global researchers 
actively using, improving, or leveraging AI in fields like 
biosciences, engineering and physics, humanities, agronomy, 
FAIR data for AI, and beyond. OUTPUT: Report available in March 
2025

Photo by ykaiavu on Pixabay

https://www.rd-alliance.org/resources/value-of-the-rda-for-artificial-intelligence/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/resources/value-of-the-rda-for-artificial-intelligence/
https://pixabay.com/users/ykaiavu-7068951/
https://pixabay.com/users/ykaiavu-7068951/


Artificial Intelligence and Data Visitation 
(AIDV) Working Group
Group mission: A comprehensive global investigation of AI governance 
inclusive of ethics, human rights, regulation, health, open science, 
evolving AI technologies and applications focused on delivering state-
of-the-art guidance for international reference and institutional 
implementation. 

Group Outputs: EU and global guidance uniquely supporting the digital 
sciences and impacting society

1.Guidance for informed consent in the context of AI & data visitation 
2.Guidance for ethics committees reviewing AI and DV 
3.AI bill of rights recommendation
4. AIDV-WG Shared Citation Library

https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/artificial-intelligence-and-data-visitation-aidv-wg/

https://www.rd-alliance.org/group_output/guidance-for-informed-consent-in-the-context-of-artificial-intelligence-and-data-visitation/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/group_output/guidance-for-ethics-committees-reviewing-ai-and-dv/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/group_output/ai-bill-of-rights-recommendation/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/group_output/aidv-wg-shared-citation-library/


Artificial Intelligence Priority activities for RDA 
Secretariat
1. Establish Best Practices for Data Readiness and Responsible AI  
2. Discussing the Latest Trends in AI  
3. Researchers leveraging AI across disciplines  
4. Showcasing RDA group outputs related to AI  
5. Addressing inequalities in Open Science  

ACTION: RDA Secretariat will organise a short series of webinars/talks on AI to address 
these areas with a focus on what researchers are doing with AI. Status: 2 workshops “AI 
in Action” in Feb 2025. Report available in March 2025



1. Enhancing Data Readiness: Improving data 
quality, FAIRness, and fairness by addressing 
both technical standards and ethical guidelines. 

2. Managing Sensitive Data and Building Trust: 
Promoting privacy-enhancing technologies while 
fostering trust and awareness among 
stakeholders.

Value of the RDA for Actionable AI Focus Areas

ACTION: RDA secretariat will facilitate the creation of Working groups by the RDA 
community in 2025.



Source: Lucia Messerini 2023

If you want to go fast, go ALONE 
If you want to go far, go TOGETHER 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 African Proverb





Additional Slides / Resources
Not presented



Join RDA as an Individual Member
https://www.rd-alliance.org/



Managing your RDA Community Member Profile

Click on “My Profile” when you are logged in



Manage your account settings
Scroll to the bottom of your profile page and click the appropriate tab to change your settings



Managing your RDA Community notifications
Enable or disable notifications from RDA



Enabling & Managing Email notifications
You may pick and choose what you want to receive in your Inbox



The Research Data Alliance Groups
The heart of the global community



Getting involved in RDA groups

First, explore all the groups: 
Use the Group Directory linked from RDA Groups menu 
on RDA homepage:	 	 	 	  
Search All Groups 
Search Working Groups 
Search Interest Groups 
Search Communities of Practice 

Read about the group: 
● Statement of Work 
● Outputs 
● Posts

View ALL the RDA Recommendations & 
Outputs Catalogue

https://www.rd-alliance.org/group-directory/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/group-directory/?_group_type=working-group
https://www.rd-alliance.org/group-directory/?_group_type=interest-group
https://www.rd-alliance.org/group-directory/?_group_type=community-of-practice
https://www.rd-alliance.org/outputs/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/outputs/


The Research Data Alliance Key Documents



RDA Key Documents
Document G o v e r n a n c e 

Responsible
Description

RDA Governance Document Council structures of RDA, and their relationships, that support the activity and 
principles of RDA, and Council’s powers and authority

Articles of Association for RDA Foundation RDA Foundation Board 
of Directors / Trustees

legal document describing the structure of the RDA Foundation under 
the British law

UK Companies Act 2006 RDA Foundation Board 
of Directors / Trustees

Legislative framework for RDA legal entity in UK

RDA TAB Responsibilities and Processes 
Document

TAB the roles, responsibilities and processes of the RDA Technical Advisory 
Board (TAB).

RDA Guiding Principles Council RDA operating values

RDA Code of Conduct Secretariat a Code of Conduct to clearly signal community norms.

Organisational Membership Process 
Document

OAB describes the Organisational Membership of the RDA, as well as 
Organisational Affiliates.

RDA Regional Partnership Processes 
Document

RAB the regional partnership processes of the Research Data Alliance (RDA)

http://dx.doi.org/10.15497/RDA00001
http://dx.doi.org/10.15497/370AF792-28D7-4074-99E2-631206623B22
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/46/contents
http://dx.doi.org/10.15497/E9F94145-5EA1-44CC-9428-85498CF85E30
https://www.rd-alliance.org/how-the-rda-works/
https://www.rd-alliance.org/code-of-conduct/
http://dx.doi.org/%2010.15497/2921FEB4-B68B-452D-AC5A-6B90B22E4C91
https://doi.org/10.15497/RDA00059

