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DESY, 26 August 2025

Olaf Behnke, Nick Styles

Did you know that more than 10% of DESY summer students come back to DESY for doing their PhD? 
.. And many others come back later, as post-doc, scientific staff or professor..  

.. or pursue a succesful career elsewhere in Academia or Industry

Today you will learn about:

Dr. Heike Hufnagel 
DASHH Office 

Coordinator

Dr. Christiane Ehrt 
DASHH scientific  

Coordinator

International Helmholtz-Weizmann  
Research School  

on Multimessenger Astronomy

Silvia Alessandria 
Coordinator

Four Ex-DESY Summer students 
report about their career paths 
Robert Feidenhans’l 
Veronika Kratzer 
Dwayne Spiteri 
Elina Fuchs  

Part 1:  2-3 pm Part 2:  3-3.30  pm

Part 3:  3.30 -4.30 pm
Informal chat with Coffee & Cake in 
DESY Canteen extension bld. 09a
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Part 2 - meeting with four Alumni DESY Summer Students 

Reflections & Inspirations for Current Summies from Former ones 
Speakers 
• Robert Feidenhans’l – Former Director, European XFEL | Leadership in large-scale research 

facitlities 
• Veronika Kratzer – LMU | Physics, Science communication & Media design 
• Dwayne Spiteri – Project Scientist at DESY | Experience in Academia & Industry  
• Elina Fuchs (online) – Professor, Leibniz Uni Hannover & DESY | Bridging particle physics and 

cosmology 
Session Flow 
• Short reflections:  DESY experience → influence on career choices → lessons learned 
• Q&A with guiding questions: 

• Challenges faced & DESY’s role;  Advice for today’s summer students; Skills & networks that last 
Closing 
• Thank you to our speakers 
• To current summies: stay curious, build connections, and remember there are many ways to 

contribute to science & society
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